HOLIDAYS IN THE SOVIET UNION

HIGH DAYS AND HOLIDAYS IN THE
SOVIET UNION

HOLIDAYS ; the mind at once leaps to Easter, Whitsun,
and Christmas ; but not in Russia. There they cele-
brate 21 January, the commemoration of the death of
Lenin in 1924 ; May the First, International Labour
Day ; 7 November, the anniversary of the October
Revolution, and 5 December, the ratification of the
New Constitution. It surprised me at first that the
anniversary of the October Revolution should be cele-
brated on 7 November, till I learnt that the old Tsarist
calendar had been thirteen days out of date and it was
only after the Bolsheviks had taken power that it was
altered to conform to international custom.

Besides these general annual holidays there were the
ordinary free-days occurring every sixth day throughout
the month. I had expected these to be on the 6th, I2th,
18th, etc., of each month as I had found them on my
arrival in Moscow, but later found that this applied
only to big cities. They had, at one time, been uni-
versal on these days, but the crush of peasants coming
in to the big cities each free-day to see the sights and
do their shopping, had caused such chaos and congestion
on the railways and in the shops, that they have now
" staggered" the free-days round the week in the
proximity of the big cities. At Orekhovo we usually
got our free-day about two days after Moscow, but it
varied slightly with the number of days in the month.

I spent many of these free-days exploring the country
round Dubrovka, going for long tramps through the
snow, at first with Harry or with German friends; later,
when I got to know them and their language, with
Russian friends from the works.

The forests, fir, pine, and occasional silver birch,
stretched for miles on every side, and in the winter,
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